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New Office of Utility Coordination holds summit

Pinto

“NJDOT and the utility
industry need to strengthen their
partnership by working more
effectively together,” said Assistant
Commissioner Rick Hammer in his
opening remarks at the recent Utility
Summit held at Headquarters.

The summit’s agenda included
addressing concerns about utility
relocation work and sharing success
stories of NJDOT’s partnership with
utility companies.

For example, the Route 1&9T
viaduct over St. Paul’s Avenue project
in Jersey City is a challenging case.

NJDOT’s Steve Hochman,

Project Manager, explained, “The new
alignment requires the construction

of new approach roadways that
provide connections to Route 1&9T,
Route 7 and the existing Wittpenn
Bridge, the Pulaski Skyway, Route

139, Route 1&9 north of the Tonnele
Circle as well as streets in Jersey City. A
number of ramps, structures and other
connections have to be constructed

or modified as part of the proposed
project. On a project this large, close
utility coordination is required and
much of the utility work is being done
in advance of construction to avoid the
potential or utility delay claims once
the project reaches construction.”

Other agenda items included
presentations on NJDOT’s permit
process, traffic safety and breakaway
utility poles.

Frank Pinto of the Office of Utility
Coordination said, “Another highlight
of the summit was a presentation by

Frank Mercadante of Jersey Central
Power & Light Company (JCP&L)
who explained how the recent change
in his company that allows the state
contractor to control their relocation
work benefits NJDOT and JCP&L.”

Sgt. 1st Class Richard McDonnell, NJ
State Police, addresses roadway safety
during a utility relocation.

)

Friday, December 14 at 1p.m.

Thursday, December 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Headquarters Complex Cafeteria, Ewing

Friday, December 14 from 10 a.m. to Noon
NJDOT North Region, Mount Arlington

Traffic Operations North, EImwood Park

‘..-Mark your calendars - it’s holiday time!

Commissioner Kris Kolluri’s visits to NJDOT’s regional offices in December include:

Thursday, December 20 from 10 a.m. to Noon
NJDOT Central Region, Freehold

Wednesday, December 19 from 10 a.m. to Noon
NJDOT South Region, Cherry Hill

Obituaries

Retiree Velma E. Wilkins died
November 4 in Philadelphia. The
Willingboro resident is survived

by her sons Elmer J. Jr. and Keith
Square, daughters Vondalier,
Valencia Square-Bellamy and
Bernadette Giddens-Barnes, her
sister Lottie Catheart, her brothers

Judson and Herbert Wilkins, her
grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and her former husband Elmer J.
Square, Sr.

NJDOT Equipment Operator
Richard Plum of Crew 419 in
Cherry Hill died November 16. His
brothers George and Erik and his

nieces and nephews survive him.
Retiree Arthur Ahr died

November 23 in Hamilton. The

U.S. Navy veteran of World War 11

is survived by his daughter Sharon

Parson, sons Arthur, Charles and

Joseph, his grandchildren and nieces

and nephews.




“Arrowheads, peace pipes and
farming tools found near Route 29
in Trenton confirm American Indian
activity in this area,” said Dr. lan
Burrow, Principal Archaeologist at

Society of Antiquaries of London. He
recently presented a program as part
of American Indian Heritage Month
at NJDOT Headquarters that focused
on the origins of the American Indian
in New Jersey and the excavation
and preservation of American Indian
artifacts along Route 29. :
Historical documentation indicates that the Delaware
Nation extended from Cape Henlopen, Delaware north to
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Hunter Research Inc. and Fellow of the

The NJDOT American Indian Heritage Month Committee members
created mini-exhibits throughout Headquarters’ hallways.
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Planning and Development.

As part of the restructuring of Planning and
Development, Mark L. Stout, Assistant Commissioner,
recently announced the appointments of Robert Miller to
the position of Director, Division of Multimodal Services,
of Elkins Green to the position of Director, Division

Right of Way.

Victor Akpu, Director of Right of Way and Access
Management announced the appointments of Richard
Dube to the position of Executive Manager, Bureaus of
Major Access, Access Design/Right of Way Engineering
and Outdoor Advertising Services and of Feraidoon

Operations.

the west side of the lower Hudson
Valley in New York and west to the
Delaware River Valley. The Lenni
Lenape tribe, part of the Delaware
Nation, was the most prominent
tribe in the area.

“We have proof through maps
of Morrisville and Trenton, made by
Dutch settlers in 1668, and through
archaeological digs that American
Indian activity goes back 4,000 years
in the land around the Hamilton
Marsh, Route 129 and Route 1-95,”
said Burrows.

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, reported the first local day of recognition for the
American Indians was held in the early 1900s in Rochester,
NY. In 1990, President George H.W. Bush designated
November as National American Indian Heritage Month.

“We thought it was very important that NJDOT
join the national celebration of this month with
educational programs about the
American Indians,” said Robin
Sterns, Chairperson of the newly-
formed American Indian Heritage
Committee. “In addition to Dr.
Burrow’s presentation, we showed
a film on the Black-American Indian
fusion in America. Both | and my
committee — Vicki Tilghman-Ansley,
Maria Jones, Leroy Gould, Phillip
Boone, David Mudge and David
Santini — hope to have another
program next year.”
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of Environmental Resources, of Michael Russo to the
position of Director, Division of Local Aid and Economic
Development, and Lynn Rich to the position of Director,
Division of Project Planning and Development.

Kashani to the position of District Program Manager, Right
of Way in Mt. Arlington.

Stuart Brooks will continue to manage the Outdoor
Advertising Services unit.

Jeff Callahan, Assistant Commissioner, Operations, has announced the appointment of Lisa Webber as Manager of

Office of Emergency Management.





