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President's Report....By Clint Griggs

We made it through another year. Happy, healthy and safe new year to all.

During 2022, we regained some of our sense of normalcy, being able to hold our quarterly
DOTRA in-person events with an ever increasing number of guests as the year progressed.

Our most recent event was our annual Holiday Luncheon at Mercer Oaks. We had a really
great turnout of DOTRA members and guests for this event. It was great to see folks who had
been absent from previous get-togethers. We added musical entertainment to this year’s party
and it was a great addition. Our thanks to Frank Pinto for providing his musical talents. Also,
many thanks to the DOTRA Directors who had a hand in making this event the enjoyable,
successful event that it was. Even Santa made an appearance and we had an abundance of door
prizes that were distributed. Thanks to all involved.

We were recently informed that Joe Bodnar is resigning from the DOTRA Board of Directors
after 30+ years as an active member and provider. Our thanks to Joe for his work on the
Nominating Committee and help and chairmanship of many events. Joe will surely be missed.
We all wish Joe good health and good fortune as he moves on. We look forward to seeing you at
our upcoming events. 

As of April 30, 2023, DOTRA is giving up its P.O. Box, as the cost has become  prohibitive in the
current fiscal environment. As we approach that date (April 30) we will provide the
information necessary for any future mailing needs.

Last, but not least, our next event is fast approaching…the Spring Breakfast to take place again at
Town & Country Diner in Bordentown. Look for more details contained in this DOTLine.

It’s hard to believe we are already looking forward to Spring! Hope to see you all at our
breakfast event in March.
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New Members
 

Arthur Christian - Road Design
Kevin Conover - Multi-Modal Safety

Jerome Domino, Jr. - Major Access Permits

Upcoming Events....

Since our last DOTLine the following new members have joined DOTRA.  
WELCOME EVERYONE!

Membership Report....By Janis Stia

We would like to be informed about any
retiree who has passed away, is ill,
confined to their home, in a rehabilitation
center, or needs help in one way or
another. Please send any information to
NewJerseyDOTRA@gmail.com

Chaplain's Report.... 

We are happy to once again have the opportunity to see
old and new faces at our upcoming Spring Breakfast on
March 15, 2023.  The flyer detailing all the information
is included in this newsletter. We look forward to
receiving your RSVP by March 6. 

We get together each month for a Happy Hour.
Typically we meet on the 4th Thursday of the
month but please check the website for when and
where.

Recent Obituaries
 

*Clifford A. Ellis - 87
*Joseph Mooney - 95

*Joan Fell - 88
Gregory Bac - 74
Joseph Cook - 58

Alexander Murawski - 68
Susan Robbins - 77
William Runco - 63

Michael Serediuk - 65
 

*Denotes DOTRA Member
 



Baby Picture Match Results (See Insert)....

How many did you guess correctly? The results sheet is inserted. The winner was Will Day with 9
out of 11 correct.  Thanks to all who participated.  

2022 Holiday Luncheon....

We had the most AMAZING group of retirees and guests at our Holiday Luncheon, along with music
provided by Frank Pinto.  As you can see by the pictures, everyone had a blast! Our sincerest thanks
to everyone who contributed and attended. More photos can be found on the website. 

New Application and Renewal Form

The application and renewal form has been revised. As Clint mentioned in the President’s  
Report, we are not using the PO Box any longer.  There is a new address to use to mail in
the new form.   The new form is inserted in this newsletter.  

https://www.2022-holiday-lunch.dotra.org/


Revolution
In the years before the Revolution, anti-British feelings spread throughout the state. About
one-third of the people living here supported the rebels, one-third supported England, and
one-third remained neutral. In 1776 New Jersey declared itself an independent state and
joined the colonial side in the Revolutionary War.

New Jersey was an important state during the Revolutionary War because of its location near
the center of the thirteen colonies and between New York City and Philadelphia. Because of
this, more battles were fought in New Jersey than in any other state. The Americans and
British fought 100 battles, both large and small, here.

Many people consider the Battle of Trenton to be the turning point of the Revolution.
Immediately after winning Trenton, General George Washington won the battle of Princeton.
Having lost two battles in a matter of hours, the British fled New Jersey for New York.
Washington and his troops spent the rest of the winter in Morristown, and the United States
was well on its way to victory.

Battle of Trenton

In November of 1776, the British gained control of New Jersey and forced Washington to flee
into Pennsylvania. They thought no one would fight during winter, so the British and Hessian
soldiers in New Jersey divided into camps to stay until spring. Trenton was considered the
most desirable post, and it went to the Hessian soldiers as a reward for their good service.
The Hessians used the Old Barracks in Trenton as a headquarter.

The British didn't chase Washington across the Delaware River because it was full of blocks of
ice that made it dangerous to cross. The Hessians didn't patrol along the river because they
thought Washington couldn't cross back. But in December, Washington and his men decided
to cross. Washington's men had to push away blocks of ice from the boat's path while
paddling hard to fight the strong current.

Once across, Washington decided to separate and surprise the Hessians in Trenton from two
sides. The plan worked, and the patriots captured 900 prisoners while only four American
soldiers were wounded.

To be continued… Part 3 will be in the next newsletter. 

A Short History of New Jersey - Part 2....By Mike Eckel 



This organization is nothing without each of you.  We provide this newsletter so our members can cherish the
moments gone by and look forward to different opportunities to reunite with DOT friends!  

If you would like to share stories of a recent trip, event, etc., please send the article to
NewJerseyDOTRA@gmail.com  

 

Membership Dues
Time to send in your renewal for
2023. Perhaps you'll want to
consider a Lifetime Membership!

Contact Info
Don't forget to notify DOTRA if
you have a change of address,
phone or email!

Monthly Board Meetings
DOTRA holds regular meetings on
the first Tuesday of the month. Our
business meeting starts at 11am
followed by a dutch-treat lunch.
Our next meetings are:.
Mar 7 | Apr 4 |  May 2 

Padrino's Restaurant
2452 Kuser Road | Hamilton, NJ

DOTLine Electronically
All members who have provided an
email address will receive  their
DOTLine via email. Hard copies
will still be mailed out to members
who prefer USPS. However, due to
the cost of mailing via USPS, we
ask all members to consider
switching to email. Thank you! 

Directors(Term of
Office)
Donna Troiano (24) 
Mike Eckel (24)
Andrea Mansfield (24)
David Bizuga (25) 
Frank Palise (23)
Jay Johnston (23)
 

Janice DeJohn (24)
Sandy Furness (24) 
Bob Miller (25)
Clinton Griggs (25)
Janis Stia (23)
Ann Laurie Fratticcioli (23)

Committees
Audit - Janice DeJohn - 609.471.2405
Chaplain - Vacant 
Membership - Janis Stia - 609.882.3862
Bylaws - Janice DeJohn - 609.471.2405
Historian - Mike Eckel - 609.694.0048
DOTLine - Sandy Furness - 609.585.2877
Database - Ann Laurie Fratticcioli - 609.851.4657
Website - Ann Laurie Fratticcioli - 609.851.4657
DOT Memorial - Janice DeJohn - 609.471.2405
Nominating - Vacant 

Executive Board & Officers
President - Clint Griggs - 609.888.0115
1st Vice President - Jay Johnston - 609.588.0930
2nd Vice President - Janice DeJohn - 609.471.2405
Treasurer - Dave Bizuga - 609.439-7920
Assistant Treasurer - Vacant
Recording Secretary - Andrea Mansfield - 609.890.9497
Corresponding Secretary - Donna Troiano - 609.298.5962

Directors Emeritus
Chet Andres
Dot Andres
Adrian Lincoln

Lou Papp
Dick Hobson
Phil Vecere

Guy LoBue
Hazel Rockhill
Margaret "Peg" Wieger
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Membership Application & Renewal

EmailPhone ________________________ ________________________________

City _____________________________ ZipState __________ _____________

Address ______________________________________________________________

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Mail to: DOTRA
111 Arneytown-Hornerstown Road
Allentown, NJ 086501

Annual MembershipNew $10/Year

I Am Willing To Work On A DOTRA Committee

Annual MembershipRenewal $10/Year

Life Membership Request $75

$75Convert from annual to life member
Change of Address

Former Unit Within NJDOT _________________________________________

Years Worked __________ Year Retired __________

Comments (optional)

Enclosed is my
payment payable to
DOTRA for $ _______

Please  fill in the form with your Name, Address, Phone, Email, etc.

Please visit our website at www.dotra.org  |  Email us at NewJerseyDOTRA@gmail.com






